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About The Author

In 1955 Clifford Rice was caller as God’s prophet just as Ezekiel was called
in Eze. 2:1 and 3:1 - 3. The effectupon his body was identical to that of John in Rev.
10:9 - 10, and the words spoken were as in Eze. Ch. 2 and in Rev. 10:11. This
supernatural visitation of the Lord eventually led Brother Rice to leave his
successful career. As a heavy construction supervisor, manager and erection
engineer he had traveled in many parts of the world working for large international
contractors building bridges, buildings, industrial plants and dams. His walk with
the Lord has placed him in virtually every phase of ministry, both as layman and
pastor and he has been privileged to share the Lord and His message with persons
of every kind in every corner of the world.

For eight years Brother Rice served on the board of a local Full Gospel
Business Men’s chapter where he also held the office of president and vice
president. Brother Rice has pioneered two churches and pastored two more and
worked on staff in a large church where he was responsible for evangelistic
ministries to those on the street, in jails, prisons, nursing homes and rescue
missions. During this time he trained many young men and women who are in the
ministry today. He sponsored numerous home bible studies both to evangelize and
to build the church and wrote a booklet entitles, “Building Though Home Bible
Studies.” He worked with young people as a youth pastor and youth advisor. A
serious bible student who believes the full message of the Word, Brother Rice has
traveled thoughout the United States, The Philippines, Mexico and India. Through
teaching seminars and preaching on many subjects he has been instrumental in
starting many churches and Bible Schools.

Brother Rice operates in the Gifts of the Spirit. God does confirm the word
preached by healing and miracles. His ongoing ministry has born and is bearing
much fruit.
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The Origin

John the Revelator was the last of the original twelve apostles, and many
teach that the apostle's ministry was done away with at the time of his demise. |
believe there is much evidence to the contrary, and | believe that the need for the
apostle today is just as great or greater than it was at that time. Itis my personal
conviction that the Apostle and Prophet ministries will have their finest hour at the
very end of this Age. We will have a further teaching on this subject in another
volume.

The Need

| think the first thing we should consider is the need. We know that from the
beginning God knew that Jesus Christ would be crucified. He knew that He would
offer Jesus Christ as the Lamb upon His own altar for the Sin of the world. The type
in the Old Testament, of course, is Abraham and Isaac. Most Bible Teachers will
agree that Abraham was a type of God, Isaac a type of Christ. When Abraham
offered Isaac, Isaac was, according to the Book of Hebrews, received by Abraham
again from the dead in a figure (Heb. 11:17-19). In other words, Abraham received
Isaac from the dead. In Abraham's mind, he was offering Isaac'’s life in obedience
to God. There was a statement that Abraham had made in response to Isaac's
question-"We have thewood, we have the altar, but where is the lamb?"- Abraham
said to Isaac, "God will provide alamb.” God will provide Himself alamb for a burnt
offering (Gen. 22:5-19).



Jesus The Lamb Of God

Well, God did provide the lamb in Jesus Christ. We know that the Lamb of
God, Jesus Christ, was perfect in all of His ways. He first of all proved His own
perfection. He established His own righteousness. He established the
righteousness of the Law. He established the righteousness of God before the
world. He trained His messengers to spread the Word — He trained twelve and they
trained many, who trained many more down through the ages as ‘sent ones’ fully
authorized as apostles of Jesus Christ. Neither the devil, the world, nor anyone else
can ever say that God did not do things in a righteous manner. So when Jesus
Christfinished His ministry on the earth and went back to the Father, He was seated
at the right hand of the Father and daily makes intercession for us. In other words,
"daily" involves daily living through us, through the Church. The Churchis in Christ,
and we are either in Christ or we are in Adam. As an individual you must either be
in Christ or in Adam. You cannot be both. ltis either-or, not both. We really must
realize that we are in Christ or out of Christ.

Therefore, God provided reconciliation in Christ unto Himself. We find in the
second book of Corinthians some very interesting scripture that tells us literally
what God had in mind. There is one thing we must know if we are going to
understand the Bible - God NEVER changed His mind! He did not just search this
way for alittle while and then search another way for a little while, look this way, and
then back another way, groping for a solution for problems. That is how some
theologians would have us understand it; but | declare unto you that at no time was
God ever in doubt as to what He was going to do. God had it figured out from the
beginning. God knew that man would fall. God knew that man would use his free
choice. God gave man free choice in order that he would have someone who would
walk with Him willingly; not under duress, but willingly. If God has your will, He has
you. That is a simplification. | once laid this on a theologian in Dallas and said, "It
seems to me, brother, that there are two men, there are two ways in the Bible; and,
therefore, there are two wills, and it seems that they're summed up in this manner:
One man, Adam, said in the garden, "Not thy will, but mine be done." And the other
Adam, the second Adam, said, "Not my will but thine be done." This man said,
"Brother Rice, that is an oversimplification to the extreme, but it is right on!" |
believe that to be the case.

We must realize that if we are to walk with God, we must understand His will and
we understand it through the Word. Now it was the will of God, we find in the Bible,
thatnone should perish but thatall should come to repentance. The whole world fell
in Adam. The whole world was reconciled in Christ. Sometimes, people want to
pick and chose who would be reconciled; but that's not God's plan. God never
intended there to be any picking and choosing. God gave a blanket amnesty to all
the world. He established a system whereby that amnesty offer might be
established in the hearts of men.



In Second Corinthians five, the seventeenth verse: "Therefore if any man be in
Christ, he is a new creature; old things are passed away; behold, all things are
become new." That word "behold" means "Look there!" It really gets your
attention. "BEHOLD!" We don't use that word much in today's language, but it's
"Behold, look at the difference in that man! He was this, now he's this! Totally
different!" "WOW! Will you look at that!!" is about the best descriptive term we can
use. "WOW!" We find now, continuing in verse eighteen: "And all things are of God,
who hath reconciled us to himself by Jesus Christ, and hath given to us the ministry
of reconciliation: to wit, that God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto himself,
not imputing their trespasses unto them; and hath committed unto us the word of
reconciliation.” Do you know that for many years | preached the gospel, and |
preached it hard, and | loved people; but | felt | had to enumerate their sins and
uncover them before they could come to repentance. That is still the thinking of a
large percentage of the evangelical world. They feel they must totally uncover a
man and bring him to a very definite sin consciousness before they can get him
established in the position where he can accept Jesus Christ. But the Bible says;
and one day God brought this to my attention and made me really understand; "to
wit, that God was in Christ." It says, "that God was in Christ, reconciling the world
unto Himself." "Reconciling the world unto Himself," and the reconciliation is
"through Christ"; He didn't do it without Christ - it was through Christ - and here is
the revelation: "not imputing their trespasses unto them." Hallelujah!

That is good news! When | saw that, it allowed me to remove people from my
judgment and allow the grace of God to flow through me without having any concern
for the depth of their sin. Their sinand degradation was not the important point now.
That was not what | was ministering against. | no longer had to minister against
anybody. | now could minister for the Lord unto the people. That makes a
tremendous difference in any person's ministry. At that point God began to really
use me in a manner that was constructive to the Kingdom of God. It opened new
horizons, a new world in the area of ministry. Praise the Lord!

Verse nineteen of Il Corinthians, chapter 5, says, "He hath committed unto us the
word of reconciliation. Now we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God did
beseech you by us: we pray you in Christ's stead, be ye reconciled to God. For he
hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the
righteousness of God in him."



The Fall Of Man and The Means Of Restoring Fellowship

In the beginning, God was in one accord with man. God and Adam walked
hand in hand. They walked in the garden in the evening. They enjoyed the
fellowship that God intended God and man to have. They were not strangers.
There was no alienation; nothing between them. When Adam fell, we know that
sin entered the world and death by sin. Adam's first-born became a murderer.
Adam was driven from the garden. Thorns and thistles began to come up and he
had to hoe and chop and weed. To get enough to eat, he had to work hard. Hard
work is never going to go away until the Lord comes back, | believe; but it is the
will of the Father that man live in harmony with each other and with God. It was
always the will of the Father that there be harmony. God instituted the blood
sacrifice so that sin was dealt with. In Hebrews it says, "For without the
shedding of blood there is no remission of sin.” Sin must be dealt with. Sin
always had to be dealt with. God dealt with that sin in the blood sacrifice that He
offered in the garden for Adam and Eve.

Some people feel that God might have created leather and used it to make
garments, or He might have skinned the sheep and let them run around naked.
That's not how it was. God slew the sheep and let the blood cover their sins and
let the sheep skin cover their nakedness - their shame.

God wants fellowship with man, and He set up a program to reestablish that
fellowship, and it begins as told in Amos. Amos the prophet said in the third
verse of the third chapter of the Book of Amos: "Can two walk together, except
they be agreed?" We also know that Jesus spoke of the power of agreement in
prayer. There is no prayer like the agreement in prayer. There is no strength in
prayer like the agreement in prayer. Amos is talking about agreement. We often
interpret that to say, "Well, in order for you and me to be in business together, in
order for you and me to walk along and be friends, we must agree." Well, that is
true; but what Amos had in mind was "How can a man walk with God unless he
agrees with God?" In order for man to walk with each other and in order for man
to walk with God, they must agree. To walk with God, we must agree with God
about God's love. We must agree with God about the indwelling presence of
Christ. We must agree with God about the legal things that God did in Christ. We
must understand the reconciliation that God has provided for us in Christ. The
one thing that God did was to take away all the guilt complex that we might walk
absolutely free and unashamed with God.



God Restores Relationship

The Word says that, "Jesus was offered for our transgressions, raised
again for our justification" (Rom. 4:25), whereby we stand justified before God -
sin free, shameless, with no hindering factor whatsoever to keep us from coming
boldly to the Throne of Grace to obtain mercy and find help in the time of need.

God wants fellowship, but He wants us to come His way. We need to agree
most of all about the authority of the Word of God. This is the area wherein more
people get in trouble than any other. We need to come under the authority of
God. We need to be of one mind, you see, regarding the things we've just
mentioned. We must personally identify with Jesus Christ

God not only did these things at the time of Christ. Here comes some of the
difference in the understanding of the ministerial offices. Many people feel that
all of this ended at the time of Christ. When Jesus left, the disciples somehow
were left here and the Holy Spirit came into the world and somehow they then set
up churches and that was the answer. That was never God's answer. | don't
mean to belittle any church. Don't misunderstand me at this point. The pulpit-
pew relationship, as it exists today, was not God’s ultimate solution, but God had
a method that He gave to the world, and | want you to discover, with me, what
that method was.

Let's turn to Ephesians, the fourth chapter. It was always God's intent to bring
harmony into the world. Now our question was a moment ago, "Is the apostle's
office valid in today's church?" We have to consider the teachings that are
rampant in the church. Most of the church universal, if you will, the church
around the world, and we use that term rather loosely; because we are talking
about the real Christian, the apostate church, and every area of the church
universal at this point. We must look at this thing fairly and honestly. Let us
never get to the point where we become prejudiced or biased to the point that we
fail to look at things objectively. God wants us in this area of all areas to have a
degree of objectivity that approaches the divine. We must literally not hold
people in judgment because of their past errors. Understand that. If we're going
to effectively minister the Word of God around the world, we must be able to
totally release men and women from their past errors. We cannot hold them for
their past guilt. Otherwise, we negate the very thing that God did in Christ. "He
reconciled the world to Himself, not imputing their trespasses to them," Amen?
So, no matter what a man has done in the past or his forbears have done, we
cannot hold him guilty. We must absolve him of all guilt in order for us to minister
Christ's love. That's exactly what we need to consider if we're going to
understand the effective working of the different ministries.



In the Church, described in the Book of Acts, the power of God was continually
manifested. The Apostles were led of the Spirit of God, praying, seeking God for
guidance and careful not to be led of men's desires nor ruled by men's carnal
intellects. Each individual realized that he was accountable to God and
responsible for the lost world around him. This was the practice for at least the
first century. Eventually cooling in their Apostolic ardor, people began to
delegate the responsibility of the individual to the clergy. That soon develop-ed
into a powerful clergy. Out of that, in three hundred years, developed a church
system and a church government similar to that of the Roman govern-ment.
That's what exists in certain large churches of today. The orders and methods of
conduct of a church are issued from a long way off and come down to the local
church. There are churches in America where even the Pastor's messages for
Sunday morning are sent to him typewritten and he reads them. I'm sure that we
would find very little of the move of the Holy Spirit under that situation. God
knows that each church is an individual, just as each person is an individual.

God gave a system into the church that was in contrast to this. Instead of men
ruling over each other and giving directives as to how the church should
function, God gave offices, He gave ministries, ministry gifts into the church.

One thing | want you to look at very carefully and always remember when you
consider this situation, to look at the record. Always look at the record. What
has come of that type of church government? All you need to do is to observe the
fruit that it has borne, and you will find there is very little or none of it that will
last. There is no eternal fruit borne. Although some of these organizations are
able to bear children into the world, they are like the two women in the Song of
Solomon. There is a tremendous dissertation on the beautiful, virtuous woman
that resembles the Bride of Christ. Then it says "We have a little sister who has
no breasts."” And the connotation is that this woman is perfectly capable of
bearing children, but totally unable to feed her children. That's the situation in
the world today. There are many churches where children can be born into the
kingdom, but they must find someplace where they can be fed by the Word of
God.

God instituted a method of feeding people that they might grow into the
fullness of the stature of Jesus Christ; that Christ Himself might be developed in
them; that they might grow to where the world looking at them could see Christ.
There is no other way that the worldly person is going to see Jesus except
through the individual from the Christ-centered-in-Christ Church! That's where it
has to come from. It has to come from the born-again, spirit-filled, turned-on
believer who allows himself to be transformed into the image of Christ. These
ministers must realize that they are Ambassadors for the Kingdom of God, and
that their primary purpose is to reconcile the world unto God, not to build small
kingdoms for themselves and collect taxes from the people so they can pay
themselves a good salary.
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That's not how God intended it to be. For this reason He said in the fourth
chapter of Ephesians, from the seventh verse: "But unto every one of us is given
grace according to the measure of the gift of Christ. Wherefore he saith, when
he ascended up on high, he led captivity captive, and gave gifts unto men. Now
that He ascended, what is it but that He also descended first into the lower parts
of the earth? He that descended is the same also that ascended up far above all
heavens, that he mightfill all things." "That He might fill all things" "And He gave
some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some pastors
and teachers; for the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for
edifying of the body of Christ: Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the
knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature
of the fullness of Christ: that we henceforth be no more children, tossed to and
fro, and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men, and
cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to deceive; but speaking the truth in
love, may grow up into Him in all things, which is the head, even Christ: from
whom the whole body fitly joined together and compacted by that which every
joint supplieth, according to the effectual working in the measure of every part,
maketh increase of the body unto the edifying of itself in love." (Eph. 4:7-16).
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IS THERE A NEED TODAY?

Again, we want to ask, "Is the need the same today?" Now this was written
somewhere in 60 or 70 A.D., or maybe a little before. | want to ask the question,
and keep it in your mind, "Is the need still the same today as it was at that time?
Is the need today the same as it was, or parallel to, the need that existed at the
time that Jesus Christ gave birth to the church by laying Himself down, becoming
the divine seed that was planted in the Earth that the church might grow out of it?
Is the situation today just the same, or is it similar enough that we could say that
the church exists?" Ifitis, then it seems reasonable to assume that all of those
ministries should still be existing.

Let's look at the condition of the world today just for a moment. Now in the
time of Jesus, we saw a great deal of idolatry. Men worshiped not only idols, but
they worshiped religion. The pharisees worshiped the Sabbath above everything
else. It didn't matter how much you did, as long as you kept the religious ritual.
That wasn't the only time in history that this was true. That case existed way
back in ancient Babylon. If you observed the religious rituals faithfully, it didn't
matter what you did otherwise, or what you thought, you still had fellowship or
acceptance or good standing in the church. The god of materialism was
obviously present at that time as evidenced when Jesus used the cord on the
fellows in the temple. He did it to drive materialism out of the House of God. The
sinfulness of man was surely there. Men were thieves, they were murderers,
they were adulterers, they were the same as they were at the time of the cross.
They were the same then as they are now. We certainly have plenty of that
around. The god of materialism is alive and well in the USA and continental
Europe. They have totally divorced themselves from God and divested
themselves of all the knowledge of God, and have worshiped the god of
materialism. They have very little of the reality of the risen Christ. | talk to many
here and there who literally say, "Well, God doesn't exist anymore." or, "God isn't
the same anymore," or "God may have done those things once, but He doesn’'t do
them now." | will say to you today, categorically, that the blame for all of this
must rest upon the church. Itis not the Communists, it is not the dictators of the
world, who have created the atheist or the agnostic or the infidel.

It is the institutionalized, formalized church of Jesus Christ that says, "Yes,
God did something at that day, but He doesn't do it anymore. Yes, | know itis
written in the Bible that way, but it really doesn't mean that anymore. God had a
purpose at the time of the first church, but He doesn't have that purpose
anymore." The world listens to that and their only comment is, "Incredible!, the
entire story of Christianity then must be incredible!" Anybody who can read the
Bible can read Hebrews 13:8: "Jesus Christ the same yesterday, and to day, and
forever." Therefore, the entire message, the entire plan of God, must be
identical to what it was in the beginning; or the total thing must be cast out! You
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see, we must accept it forever. To be credible it must be to every individual on
the face of the earth, and it must apply to all men and it must apply equally. If it
appliedin 32 A.D., 60 A.D., 70 A.D., 300 A.D., it must still apply in 1990 A.D. If
God did it, it never changed! Praise the Lord!

We must establish the fact that situations haven't changed, the need hasn't
changed; in fact, if anything, there is a greater need today than ever. There are
more people on the face of the earth today than there have been in all ages prior,
from 1900 back. We could increase that because there has been a 700 million
increase in population in the last ten years! It is very likely that there are more
people today on the earth than there ever were - altogether! Now, to say that
God changed His mind when there's more involved now than there ever was at
any time in history is totally incredible! We must therefore conclude that the
Word of God is true and every man is a liar if he disagrees with it. We say that
kindly. We use the word liar because the Bible uses the word liar, but we say it to
provoke people to understand that God is just as interested in humanity as He
ever was. The scripture, "God so loved the world that He gave Jesus Christ"-
gave His Son - He gave Him because of great love. If God had that much love for
a few people, how much more love would He have for six billion? There are
nearly six billion people on the face of the earth today. Wycliffe Bible Translators
say there are probably 40% of them who have never yet had the Bible in their own
language.

| have recently heard fine upstanding Pentecostal Preachers, “who, of course,
have all the truth” say that there is no real need for God to heal and work
miracles, because that is not necessary, today, because we walk in love and we
must learn more about love for each other, so the world outside can see that we
are Christians known by our love. There should be no doubt in anyone’s heart
that we are to love each other, but of equal importance should be our love for the
unsaved, the sick and helpless, the poor and the weak and lame. How can we say
that we have God’s love if we can’t extend a helping hand to the down and out or
the lost and undone of this world. We show true love when we begin to believe
what Jesus said in the Great Commission and use our so called faith (which
operates by love)to reach out to the lost and those in need throughout the world.
If we examine His words in the Great Commission, we will find that there is an
apostolic call on everyone of us, but most ignore and refuse to obey that Divine
Call.

To the people in the church who say the job is already done and there is no
need for the ministry of the apostle and the prophet, and some of them are even
coming to the place where they don't feel the need of the evangelist - some
churches don't even have an altar call - they never offer a man a chance to
accept Jesus Christ - there must be something wrong with that system. | am not
simply trying to tear that down. I'm trying to establish just a few points to make
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us consider the world's position, the general church position, and God's position
relative to His called and anointed ministries.

Today we know that, just as then, there is gross spiritual darkness over much
of the earth - “gross spiritual darkness.”, If thatis true, and it is very evident,
then we ask again the question, "Is the office of the apostle valid today?" The
Bible says that Jesus gave gifts into the church. In the first chapter of Acts, Luke
was writing to Theophilus and said: | write unto you the things which "Jesus
began both to do and teach.” | find a main thought in the New Testament that
stands out very prominently and it is this: "The Church must continue to do what
Jesus began both to do and teach.” The job is not completed. We must do and
teach those things which Jesus began both to do and teach by the word of His
mouth, by the example of His life and by the demonstration of the Spirit and the
power of God.

If we carefully examine the Book of Acts, which is the history of the first
church, we find that throughout, in every case, they established the church not
by great swelling words of men's wisdom as Paul said, but by the demonstration
of the power and the Spirit of God. They had three things. They had the word of
God, they had the name of Jesus Christ, and they had the Holy Spirit. That fully
equipped them to do the work of the ministry. There was not one of these men
who went out who did not have the Holy Spirit, did not have a complete standing
on the Word of God, did not know who they were in Christ. They operated in the
Name of Jesus because they were fully assured that they had every right legally
to operate in that name, for they had been given, an apostolic call with power of
attorney to act in Jesus’ hame, as if He was standing there doing the work.
Because of that, they went forth and declared boldly the Word of God,
empowered by the Spirit of God. Continually, they went everywhere preaching
the Word of God.

They Believed God and always got promised results.

God everywhere confirmed His Word by signs following them. Thatis what
the early church established their claim on. It was not theological arguments, it
was not debates, nor anything like that. It was not compromise with the world in
order to become popular, or to find common ground. It was a full declaration of
the full counsel of God! God Himself honored that. If we want success in today's
world we must take responsibility for the Call of God upon our lives and use that
pattern and continue with it and bring it to pass for this age. If we do this, we will
reap a greater harvest than they ever saw.
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SHOULD GOD'S PEOPLE BE DIVIDED?

We're going to get into some things that the apostle does before long, but |
want to lay a little bit of a background - a little bit of a foundation - so that we can
see what has to happen in order to have success in that ministry. In the Book of
Acts we find in the first chapter, the fourteenth verse, it talks about being in one
accord. In the second chapter, the first verse, it was one accord again. They
came into one accord. | believe they came into one accord as to the purpose and
the person of Jesus Christ. There was no hint of compromise nor of a
rearrangement of Doctrine to make it agreeable to all. It was simply an
acceptance of the Truth of Jesus Christ.

Suddenly, there came a sound from heaven, it says they were filled with the
Holy Spirit. Peter, who had been a total coward, now stood up and began to
preach boldly to the same nation that he had been afraid to face on the night
preceding the crucifixion of Jesus. He now declared unto that entire nation, "You
have murdered the Son of God." Talk about something happening in a man!
What happened? A revelation of the person of Jesus Christ. You must realize
that there was more than just the initial speaking in tongues. It was a revelation
of who and what Jesus was and what He had begun both to do and teach. Peter
realized what his position was in Christ, he made a total identification with Jesus
in his heart, and he stepped forth and began to preach. The Bible says in the
forty-first verse of that chapter that there were three thousand people saved.
Read the rest of that chapter, and you find in the forty-sixth and forty-seventh
verses that they were in one accord. There were great miracles, great
fellowship, and the Lord added to the church daily such as should be saved"”. We
go on down to the fourth chapter and we find five thousand men saved. | assume
there were women there, too. They just numbered the men because they had a
lot of old covenant thinking, and the only people that counted, in the Old
Covenant were the men. It was a man's covenant. Therefore, they only
considered men.

They only numbered the men but you may be sure that the women and children
were there, so you're looking at more like twenty to thirty thousand people
converted, if you carry it through. Then we go over to the thirty-second verse
and it says there was a great multitude that believed and "they were of one heart
and of one soul". They were of one accord. We go on and on and on through that
book and we find that there were great miracles always when people came into
one accord around Jesus Christ.
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PAUL AN EXAMPLE

Let me assure you that Paul the apostle, when he was walking on the road
to Damascus, was a man who sought to do the will of God. He was zealous to do
what he termed the will of God. But, he was as contrary to the reality of the will of
God as any man could be! Therefore, because of the willingness of his heart,
God literally called Paul from a mission of murder, if you will, to a mission of
mercy! God turned that man around by what? Did he do it by theological
arguments? Paul knew all the theology that was written already. He had it all put
together. He had been to every Bible school in the country. He knew all they
could teach him. He knew the word. He was a master, he was a doctor in the
law. He absolutely had everything you could get him as far as intellectual
approaches to God. He had it, and from boyhood he had observed the
commandments and all the Feasts of Israel. He had walked with God insofar as
the flesh was concerned. Paul was born again and began to know Jesus after
the Spirit. From that day there came something on Paul. He was struck down
and he saw the Lord. He later said, "l saw the Lord, | saw Him. He was seen of
me," he said. He got a revelation of Jesus Christ and who He was, and then
suddenly there came a revelation of the Word of God unto Paul. All of the things
he had known intellectually suddenly became revelation to him. He began to
understand God. He knew all about God. He could write books about God, but
there came the day when he knew God! And he suddenly saw the purpose of
God in Christ. When he turned around he became another man! He changed his
name from Saul to Paul. Instead of being a persecutor, he became the great
apostle of the New Testament Church. You find the first twelve chapters of the
Book of Acts deal with Peter, but from then on the ministry nearly always belongs
to Paul.

Paul was the first missionary-evangelist (True Apostle). You see he was the
first missionary with any great amount of success. There had only been one
missionary really that you could say had done a real job, and that was Phillip in
reaching out to the Ethiopian eunuch. He was the only missionary who had really
gotten any results prior to that. History tells us, the Bible doesn't, but history
tells us, that there was a great move of God in northern Africa at the time that
eunuch went down and preached Jesus Christ after Philip had ministered to him.
What happened there? Nothing other than the revelation of the Spirit of God
came to that Ethiopian eunuch. He was reading the Bible. He was a devout man,
and he understood what the scripture taught; but he literally did not understand
Jesus Christ! The revelation of Jesus Christ opened his eyes. History tells us
that he did a tremendous job in the mission field of north Africa.

We find, then, that Saul became Paul the apostle. The apostle means "sent

one", doesn'tit? The word "apostle" - apostolos - means "sent forth". In the
modern church today we find that there's a practice to have a missionary
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conference and people come forward and decide to be missionaries and they
send them out to be missionaries. Well, then of course, they go to a school for
several years and they must pastor for at least two years, and then they must
learn the language, and several other things. They must have a particular area
of the earth in mind.

Let's look at what Paul did in contrast to that. He went into the desert alone,
and prayerfully studied the scriptures, until he understood that they all revealed
Jesus as the Messiah. After three years, he appeared to the other disciples to
compare what he knew with what they had learned. Then he started teaching at
his place of work until the Holy Ghost called him to begin his travels as an
apostle.

One thing he had in his favor - he spoke Greek and he spoke Hebrew. Nobody
who was any kind of a gentleman bothered to learn the Roman language. It was
called the vulgar language by the more learned people. Latin was called the
vulgar language and no one liked to speak it and so the Romans had to speak to
these people in their tongue, not in the Roman tongue. Paul went everywhere
preaching the gospel. He did not have any support, if you read carefully his
accounts. He often went in and he worked with his hands. The Bible said that he
resided at Antioch for several years, and he labored there making sails, and
tents.

During these ten years, he was perfecting his teaching ministry. He was a
tentmaker and a sailmaker. As did every good Jewish boy, he had to learn a
trade, as well as going to college. That's a rather admirable practice,
incidentally. Nevertheless, Paul went out and reached people on their level. He
went down to where they were. He did not go down on the street corner and rent
the biggest building in town and just go inside and pray, "Oh, God, send in some
people.”

Paul realized that his job was not to build a church for himself. His job was to
build the Kingdom of God. | want you to grasp something in this. The building for
the Kingdom of God - if every man who ever sets out to build, if he will build for
the Kingdom of God, God will build his church. You'll never fail if you're building
the Kingdom of God. If you're building you a church so that you can have a nice
place to pastor all your life, building your own dynasty, you'll fail to reach God's
best for you. But if you're building for the Kingdom of God with the thought of
world outreach, reaching everybody in the world, making the gospel available to
everybody, then God can get into the act. Let me tell you surely, God has a world
vision! God's vision is not just for one little locality. Not even one county, not
even one state, nor one country, not even one continent. God's vision is for
everybody everywhere! Every person on earth is included in God's vision. The
Bible says God has made of all men one blood, "one blood," that they might hear
the gospel of Jesus Christ. Paul saw this. Paul saw something in Jesus Christ.
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He recognized that this is what it's all about.

This is the commission that God gave to Israel in the beginning. God really set
them for a light unto the world that all might see the righteousness of God; but
they perverted it. They perverted it. Brethren, may | say unto you: The church
was set for a light unto the world, and they have perverted it. And itis a tragedy.
Again | say to you, let's release them from our judgment. Let's not be bitter about
it. Let's just realize it. Let's just realize the truth. See, we do not hold people
guilty. We release them. That's godliness. That is godliness operating in and
through you; because you have the nature of Christ in you, you are able to actin
a Godly, Christlike manner, and release them from your judgment, thus opening
the opportunity for real ministry.

| want to tell you today that, without controversy, the ministry of the apostle,
the ministry of the prophet, are just as necessary as are the ministry of the
pastor, the evangelist, and the teacher in the church. Their ministries are
different and | thank God for the awakening that's coming throughout the church
of the need for these ministries. When God gets this thing in order, these
ministries will function as he intended them; and the last house will be greater
than the former. The church of today is the church as far as God's concerned.
Up to now it has been laboring throughout the centuries. But today we're at the
fullness of time. Because of this, God's church is going to operate according to
His plan under His direction for His purpose. That is to establish His kingdom -
the kingdom of Jesus Christ - in the earth and to save mankind. To open the door
- to present the amnesty offer that God offered in Christ to every creature
everywhere; every people, every kindred, every nation, every tongue. That is the
plan of God. Therefore, all the ministries are necessary for that purpose.

We won't get into any other ministry except the apostle's other than just a few
sentences to describe the relationships of the ministries. There is a close
relationship that must exist between all ministries. One ministry cannot exist
alone. One ministry cannot stand alone.

All the ministries were given into the church, Universal. They must come out of
the church; they must function in the church, and in the world, they must be for
the benefit of the Kingdom. They must encourage and strengthen the church.
When we speak of "church", we're speaking of the Church of Jesus Christ and
the people of that Church of Jesus Christ who are fully cognizant of their place in
Christ, who have a full understanding of what God intended to do in and through
them in Christ.

We're teaching on the office of the apostle, and the ministry of the apostle, and
always there arises the question, "lIs it valid today?" Anything that's not valid
today, of course, we don't use. The Word of God gives us, in the fourth chapter
of Ephesians, an understanding of what gifts were given into the church. It says
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in Ephesians 4:11: "And He gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some,
evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers.” It established His purpose in
giving these ministries;"for the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the
ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ."

The critical scripture becomes verse thirteen, because there is established a
time - until; the word says "til," but properly today we would say until "we all
come into the unity of the faith." My argument is very clear and easily proven in
this area; that we have not come to the unity of the faith in the world today. The
church itself has not come into the unity of the faith. Even among full-gospel
circles there is a terrible disunity of the faith. Among faith people, there is
disunity of the faith. There must come a unity of the faith or else the apostle is
still needed.

All these ministries are given at the same time, for the same purpose, for the
same period of time. Can you see that? Look at that carefully and analyze those
scriptures. Spend some time in those scriptures and let God reveal this to you
because He wants us to all come into the unity of the faith; also, to come into the
knowledge of the Son of God. You listen to any of the great preachers and they
will tell you that one of the greatest arguments that they run into, the greatest
area of a need for ministry among pastors, teachers, evangelists, is an
understanding of who they are in Christ - an understanding of the legal side of
their redemption. Now that's one of the greatest areas of problems in the church
today. Men in the ministry don't understand who they are in Christ. Therefore,
we have not come to the knowledge of the Son of God universally, have we? And,
"unto a perfect man". Now the perfect man, the Bible says in James, doesn't sin
with his mouth. You've not known too many like that! This is descriptive of Jesus
Christ, of course. "Unto the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ".
Therefore, we have not come to those areas, and | doubt very much if there will
come the total revelation of this area and the total understanding and the total
perfection that he is talking about here until the day of the appearing of Jesus
Christ! Therefore, | say that all the ministry gifts that Christ gave into the church
will have no further function when Jesus himself appears again unto the church.
And so let us conclude that argument and establish the fact that we must accept
all five of the offices, all the ministerial offices, all the ministry gifts that were
given to the church. Praise the Lord.

They were given to bring the world and the church, as many as repent and
believe, into one accord with the Word of God. Itis the heart cry of God, as
established in the last session, that all men come into fellowship with Him. Itis
the heart cry of God that all men come into fellowship with God - everywhere, all
over the earth. In order for our gospel to be credible, it must be to every
creature. It must be to the Chinese, it must be to the Japanese, it must be to the
Germans, it must be to the English, it must be to the African, it must be to the
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South American, it must be to all men everywhere. Otherwise, our gospel lacks
credibility. It must be to the many hundreds of tribes throughout Southeast Asia.
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THE APOSTLE IS NOT A RULER

Now then how does the apostle fit into this plan? Since he is listed first,
does that make him the boss? Is the apostle a higher office than any other
office? I've heard men talk a lot about that and that's what makes some young
Bible students desire the office of the apostle - because they think it makes them
a chief, makes them to be somebody. Itis a sad thing that this type of thinking
has ever been allowed to creep into your mind. It's bad that it creptin, but it's
much worse that you've entertained the thought. Itis anti-scriptural for us to
desire a position that would make us chief over anyone else. Our Lord
addressed that question in the gospels (Matt. 20:21-28).

But first we look again at the worldly church. We said that they patterned their
church government after the Roman Empire; and therefore, there are tiers of
authority. There are levels of authority. They have established some bishops,
some elders. In every case, there is a structured authority that is visible to the
world. Everyone wears a little different garb and is readily recognized as a little
higher official. It even gets to the point where men bow and kiss their feet and
kiss the rings just as the Orientals do in some areas. This is not God's plan. This
has never been God's plan! God never intended that we should ever exalt one
ministry over another, nor one man over another.

Jesus addressed this question, and | want to take the time to look at Mark's
gospel, chapter ten, verses forty two to forty-five. Jesus is addressing the
question which they asked, "Who's going to be the leader? Who's going to be
the head man in this crowd?" "Jesus called them to him, and saith unto them, Ye
know that they which are accounted to rule over the Gentiles exercise lordship
over them; and their great ones exercise authority upon them. But so shall it not
be among you; but whosoever will be great among you, shall be your minister (or
your servant). And whosoever of you will be the chiefest, shall be servant of all.
For even the Son of man came not to be ministered unto, but to minister, and to
give his life a ransom for many." So let us study the scripture and believe, and
practice what God says. In Matthew 20: 25-28 and Luke 22:24-27, we find, in
every case, that Jesus says the same thing. You are not to desire the position of
ruler over other men. The person who operates in the apostle's ministry can
never consider himself a ruler or an authority over those other people.

God has used me in this ministry for some twenty five years, and | have done
the work of the apostle without recognition or reward, as | am the servant of
Jesus Christ. | have always been careful, when | go into a church, not to come in,
and begin to exercise authority over the people. | come to be their servant. Even
in churches that | have helped pioneer, | always submit myself to the pastor. The
office that God established to be the shepherd in an area is the pastor. There are
some good reasons for that, and | want to take just a moment to establish them.
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First of all, the pastor is resident with the people. He will have to face them after |
am gone. He will have to live with them after the evangelist has departed. The
pastor has the responsibility, therefore, unto God for those people. Because of
this, he must have the authority to stand as priest and prophet among those
people or with those people before God. And he, himself, is not a ruler over the
people. You well know that a good pastor becomes a servant of the people. He
literally gives himself totally unto God. He gives himself to God to the point that
sometimes he totally exhausts his body. But that's how God wills it. This is not
always the way it works, but it is the will of God.

That's the ministry God has given. We must each one always be careful that
we do not usurp the authority of a pastor or a teacher. If you're a visiting minister
of any variety, you must learn, while sharing as a teacher, sharing as an
evangelist, sharing as a visiting pastor, always, always, come under the authority
that God has established in that house and in that area. That will eliminate all this
argument about "Is the apostle the greatest?” The chief apostle of the church is
Jesus Christ. There's no argument that he's the greatest. In our imaginations,
we can esteem Him as the greatest, can't we? But He himself said, "l came to be
a servant of all."

You'll find that in every case Jesus never asserted undue, tyrannical authority.
The one thing you'll notice; he always gave a man a choice as to what he would
do. Jesus never commanded the fellows who followed Him closely. He never
commanded them to do anything. He told them, "Do this, and this will happen.”
They had a choice to accept or refuse. Why? Because Jesus was developing
ministers of ability and strong character.

In the apostolic ministry, one must ever realize that you must teach people to
develop the ministry that is in them and the ministries that are around them. One
of the first marks of a person with the apostolic calling - you will always find that
they are interested more in other peoples' ministries than they are their own. D.
L. Moody was a man who was rated as a great evangelist, but he could have been
called an apostle to the church. D. L. Moody would take a young, green preacher
and put him in the pulpit. He always sought to put someone else in the pulpit to
preach instead of himself. Fantastic! And D. L. Moody had tremendous success
with God, no question. There are many others. We look at Paul. Paul always
established somebody. He pushed other men's ministries. He taught them.

I never desired the word "apostle" to hang on me. If anybody hangs it on me, |
tell them as | tell people everywhere, "I'm God's plowboy." | plow the ground He
gives me to plow and | plow it the way He tells me and | use the equipment He
tells me to use. I'm obedient to the Father. That's all! And so the word "apostle"
does not come as a title that men hang on you like Dr. So and So. | tremendously
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admired T. L. Osborn just after the doctorate degree was conferred upon him by
Oral Roberts University. He said, "l will give whatever honor | can to that. |feel
honored that they have chosen to honor me with that. But it will in no way affect
my relationship with God nor the ministry God has given me. Understand that.
Let's always realize that we stand or fall to God in whatever ministry we are in.
We're talking about a ministry that God has honored for a long time. Brother T. L.
Osborn has operated as an apostle for twenty-five years, and very few people
ever bothered to call him that. But he certainly has operated in that office. There
are several others who have operated in that office and God has mightily used
them. We speak of the apostle Paul, but I'm satisfied that none of his
contemporaries ever addressed Paul as "the honored apostle,” the "Right
Reverend apostle”, the "Great and Glorious and Magnificent apostle of the
church" - Never! | am convinced in my own heart that Brother Osborn would
have stopped that right at the start of it. If you want God's blessing instead of
man's, you will forget that kind of thing.

Don't desire titles, and don't get involved in that type of pride trip, whatever
your calling. Don't exalt one man above another. God will make room for the
ministry that He has for you. After all, where did the ministry come from? Did
you, by any degree of your own personal excellence, your superior knowledge or
your position of outstanding birth become anything before God that could justify
your having that kind of pride in yourself? "It is God who wills and works, both to
will and to do His good pleasure in you." Itis God, and God alone, that makes us
what we are. In Christ we are what we are. And any glory must go to Jesus
Christ! We do not seek to gain glory by conferring titles upon each other.

This is not to be taken as an indictment of anybody. I'm speaking it as a word
of caution to the person whom God seeks to use. Let your head not be puffed up!
Because, if the devil can't destroy you in the valley of despair, he will surely
topple you from the pinnacle of pride. It's a long, hard fall. Don't give place to
the devil. Don't give him any room, and he can't reach you, can he? Don't go
around saying, "Well, that's apostle So and So, and that's this and that".

The lesson is obvious that Jesus gave us. One ministry is not above another.
The ministries are different. One's not higher than another, but they are different
from each other in many areas; and yet they're similar to each other in more
areas. The ministries are co-equal and the authority of each varies with every
situation.

But they all must submit themselves to one another in love. We refuse to
harbor the attitude that one ministry is above another. When Paul was saying,
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"Seek the best gift", he did not speak of the ministry gifts. Those are called of
God. He spoke of the gifts of the Spirit - at least we call them the gifts of the
Spirit. Truly, they are properly interpreted as manifestations of the Holy Spirit
through the believer. There is nothing wrong with seeking the best of that.
There's nothing wrong with diligently pursuing your ministry that God has given
you, and then being advanced to some other type of ministry. There's nothing
wrong with that either.

In my own ministry, | started out as a personal witness - a soul winner. | be-
lieve, that if you're going to be successful in any ministry you must start out as a
soul winner. Then, you must continue as a soul winner. Then you must
perpetuate your ministry as a soul winner. If there ever comes a day when you
conclude your ministry by laying down in death, the greatest glory that | can
imagine is winning one last soul before you go to be with the Lord. It's a
tremendous privilege to win souls! That's exactly what every ministry is given
into the church for. Yes, the teacher is to teach; but he's a soul winner. The
evangelist is to preach. He's a soul winner. Above all he's a soul winner. The
pastor is to pastor, but he's a soul winner. And the apostle is to win souls. The
prophet's ministry, though corrective in the church, is still to be a soul sinner. All
the ministries are given for one purpose - for the perfecting of the saints for the
work of the ministry. Then the whole theme is soul winning - world evangelism.
What is the work of the ministry but soul-winning, discipling people unto Jesus
Christ after they are won to Him.

The church of today has done many things. They have done tremendously well
in building fine buildings. They have done tremendously well in building great
colleges. They have done tremendously well in building excellent Sunday
schools. They have done tremendously well in building great theological
seminaries. But, they have left undone the one great thing that Jesus gave them
to do before He left the world. He said, "Go ye therefore into all the world and
preach the gospel to every creature.” They should have done the first, but they
should never have left the other undone!

In the last days, the grand and glorious church that is being birthed right now
and preparing to go out and conquer the world for Jesus Christ, is going to do
the very thing that Jesus said it must do, in the twenty fourth chapter of Matthew,
"This gospel of the Kingdom shall be preached in all the world for a withess to all
nations; and then shall the end come. So we better get busy. Get at it!
Everywhere you go, whatever you call yourself - pastor, prophet, evangelist,
apostle, teacher, get out and get at it! That's what the callis. Getout and get at
it! Don'tfool around wasting time being important.
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THE APOSTLE'S MINISTRY TO THE WORLD

First, | said the apostle is a soul winner. "apostle” means a sentone. He's
sent. By whom? He's sent by God. The Early Church, when they sent Paul and
Barnabas out, said, “it seems good to us, and the Holy Ghost, that these men are
sent to do this work.” You can send all the people you want to, but if they don't
have the call of God on their life, you had just as well let them establish their
ministry at home! Don't send them out to get killed in some foreign field, or to get
so discouraged that the devil destroys them spiritually. Don't do that. Make sure
first that they have the calling of God upon their life. Now | want you to grasp one
other truth here. There is a universal call to all mankind to go! The Bible says,
"Go ye"! That means"you go"! It doesn't mean just Cliff go, or that one go. But
you go, everybody. "Go into all the world!” Oh, my, you don't mean me? Not me!
No, it can't be me! Yes, | do mean you! Every one of you! Go YE into all of your
world. Preach the gospel. The gospel according to the Bible, not any
watered-down variety! The real gospel is what we're talking about and we're well
aware of what it amounts to. Thank God there are people who know the gospel of
Jesus Christ!

So the callis universal. But now then, your call may be only to the local
neighborhood. You don't come to the altar tonight and go to Africa tomorrow in
the middle of a guerilla national conflict and start ministering the Word of Life.
You might well get a missile of death through your gizzard! And it'll kill you dead!
There you'll be, a shipwreck. You'll be saved, but you'll be wasted, too! Why
waste good talent like that? What is it? We equip the saints! We equip them for
the ministry. That's what Bible schools are about. That's what teaching
ministries are about, to equip the saints that they might go forth in a greater
ministry with a greater capability and understanding of the Word of God so that
they do not become easily victimized by the forces of evil. To become successful
as an apostle, it is well to go to the field with an apostle who has a successful
ministry and ask him to be your mentor. Amen!

The day after you're saved, or that very day, fine; go home to your house and
begin your ministry of reconciliation. What are you now? You're an apostle.
You're sent by God to your loved ones. Now, that really is demeaning to the
office of the apostle in some men's understanding. I'm going to declare to you
that apostle means "sent one", and it starts real small. It starts real small. When
you get saved, there is a seed planted in you - the seed of your inheritance. The
seed is small at the beginning, but the inheritance is the harvest. If you plant one
seed of corn, you normally can expect one or two ears of corn on a stalk. You get
three or four hundred kernels of corn. But the whole plant, the ear and all, is in
that seed when you planted it. It's all there. Now when God plants that divine
seed in you, you have the complete ministry that God ordered for you to have.
Now then, you must develop it. That's what Paul meant when he said, "Wait upon
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your ministry". Develop those things, Timothy, that you received when we laid
our hands upon you and prayed on you by the laying on of hands of the
presbytery. He said, "You received the word and then you received the
supernatural manifestation of the gift of God. | have mentored you to be an
apostle, now, young man, you prove that ministry. You getintoit."

Now, then, if you're called to be an evangelist, the best way to prove that the
seed is really alive in you is to go right out to one of these hamburger stands and
strike up a conversation with somebody that is waiting in line. Do itin a friendly
enough manner that they don't shut you off the minute you start. Do it so they can
receive. You see, one of the most important tools of the ministry is to learn to
present the gospel acceptably — you are an ambassador for God’s kingdom. It's
one thing to thunder it out at a captive audience. That's tremendous, and we all
like that. But you have to first learn how to handle it one on one with a guy that's
six inches taller than you; and if you make him mad, he might thump you and
you'll roll from here to the door. What are you? You're sent from God as a
missionary, as an apostle, if you will, only a very limited apostleship. Understand
that! Your apostleship is limited.

John G. Lake was an apostle to Africa, who established a church there that is
the greatest church in Africa today — he did not do this on his first day nor his first
week. He grew into his ministry. It's a totally black church in South Africa that
does more evangelizing and more real work for God than any other church in
Africa today. Period. They're fantastic! The work grew, became great and stood.
John Lake was an Apostle to Africa, but he had to start, just as you must.

The apostle has to realize that he is sent from God. Now the ministry to the
world - you go into an area and you start. What's your mission there? You must
establish a work where the other ministries can come and function. That's
primarily what you're there for. In the Philippines, India, Mexico, Ukraine, China
and the United States, we minister in churches, different buildings, open fields
and houses. We minister in a different manner in different places. Right now I'm
going to talk about the ministry in undeveloped areas. We go in and we normally
like to take a party so that we have some music and we have two or three other
teachers. | have often gone by myself. In any case, your ministry is to plow the
field, to open the ground, and prepare it for the seed. If you'll consider yourself to
be a farmer - and | believe this must be a valid position or Jesus and Paul would
not have referred to it so much - if you look carefully at the analogies that the
Lord presented, He presented a farming situation, a fishing situation, military
situation, or some kind of athletic contest. Paul did the same thing. He followed
the pattern that Jesus had laid down.

So when you go into a new area, you must know in your heart that you are sent
there by God. If you're all alone, you have a real problem if you don't know
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you're sent from God. If you don't know that you're sent from God, you're going
to get awful lonesome and you're going to let the devil lie to you and you're going
to give up eventually. That's why it's good if you have two people. | prefer to take
either a good brother from home, although | often can't find one; or | get a good
native of the land. If | have him, he knows the culture and understands the
people. | understand God, | understand the Word. Together, we make a team.
He is more developed in one area than | am. | am more developed in another
area than he is. Therefore, | submit myself to him in those areas where he is
developed, and he submits himself to me in those areas where I'm developed.
Submitting ourselves one to another in love, and this is a demonstration of God's
overall working in the ministry of the believer when you do that. If you go in there
in competition, you're going to demonstrate to the world that God's not God,
there's no unity in God, and it's all a mess anyway. Forgetit! There's been lots of
that all around the world, and you run into it everywhere you go. You're going to
run into that type of thing in many places, but don’t get caught up in it, stay above
it.

When | went to the Philippines the first time, we had a meeting and there were
several denominations, several free people, and we were trying to figure a
method to literally take Northern Luzon for God. Various ones came up with
different arguments why they couldn't fellowship with this one or that one, and
they didn't want to get involved. | said, "Brethren, there's one thing we need to
establish here and now. We must first realize that this is not being done at the
will of man. This is being done at the will of God. | am determined to know
nothing among you save Jesus Christ and Him crucified. If you want to fight and
quarrel with each other, you find somebody else! | will not be involved. | have
done all the fighting | intend to do! | am going to preach the Word, and the Word
will bring results! | am going to heal the sick and as God leads we will see
miracles.

If you'll take that position in every area of ministry, if you will take the position,
"I'm going to know nothing among you save Jesus Christ and Him crucified," I'm
going to preach the Word of God and I'm going to let God's Spirit lead me. We
must come into fellowship around the Word of God. We must find areas that we
can agree on, and then we must agree! We must continually be in agreement.
Otherwise, we sow discord, don't we?

It is important to establish the people that you're with, that are close to you.
You must arrive at some area of agreement. | fellowshiped with different church
groups, who didn't have the Holy Spirit when we started. They do now! Praise
the Lord! Because why? Because God is faithful to honor His Word. | didn't go
to them and tell them they weren't saved because they didn't have the Holy Spirit.
| didn't tell them they had to talk in tongues. | didn't tell them anything except
Jesus is Lord, let's make Him Lord of every area of our lives. Let's let Him be
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Lord of our situation. Let's let Him be Lord of everything. First of all, He must be
Lord in ME! And then He must be Lord in US! And love must rule between us. In
every area we must walk in love that is obvious to the casual observer or the
intent observer. They must see the love of God demonstrated in us.

Now that is a critical first step in moving in an area of ministry where there is
no established ministry and where you are working in missionary situations. This
is what I'm talking about now, largely. But it's true in the United States, too. |
fellowship with several types of people. We don't talk about the Holy Spirit, but
we talk about the Word! They always ask me to come back when | get a chance.
Before long they'll receive the Holy Spirit. They love the Word. They truly do love
the Word! They've been hindered by man's doctrines. And that's true in all
organized churches of the world. There are areas that have been hindered by
men's doctrines.

In a new area, our purpose is to begin a new work. Sometimes this is difficult
when all there are, is Nipa huts and everything is dirty by our standards and
there's no chairs or anything. There's no building that you can call a church.

You begin to wonder, "Well, what am | going to do here, and how am | going do
it?". I'm going to tell you how you're going to do it if you're wanting to do it right.
You're going to let the people that are there decide where the meeting house will
be. They must figure it out. You can't begin to comprehend what their culture
allows them to do. Don't try to establish your culture upon another people!
Never! That is one of the failings of the American missionary. They have gone
into areas where the people didn't wear enough clothes to suit the religious
preferences of the missionaries customs. The next time you see them, the
Christians are burdened down with a suit and a jacket in an area where it would
kill you to wear it. But that's the way itis. They go to areas where the customs
are to eat certain foods, and, because of their tastes, will not eat them. They
immediately offend their hosts and this is the beginning of the loss of their
credibility. You must let the people be what they are. Again, for an example we
take it from the book of Acts where the council at Jerusalem decided when
pressed with the question, "Shall we command them to keep the Law? Shall we
make Jews out of them? Shall we Judaize them?" The question then becomes —
in modern day terminology — "Shall we Christianize them?" Or shall we make
them Jesus people?, Christians. The apostles gathered together, and I'm
satisfied they heard from God. They said, "There's only these things that we'll
command them - abstain from eating of blood, from things strangled, from things
sacrificed to idols, and from adultery or fornication. Other than this, we put no
commandment on them."” That doesn't mean | have to make them dress like me,
look like me, talk like me, or learn to pray like | do. If | choose to do these
things, | destroy them.
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When you come into assembly together, often you'll find people standing for
hours. That's not uncommon. Don't sweatit. Don't get nervous aboutit. Don't
get nervous about it if they sit on the ground. Don't get nervous about anything.
Another thing that is most critical - don't hold yourself aloof. I'll tell you one thing
that makes more people fail in the ministry in foreign countries than any other
one thing. The fact that they won't touch the people. They're afraid of getting
dirty or of getting some disease. I'm saying this, not to tell you to do some crazy
thing by faith - I'm saying it because of the faith that God instilled in me, the
God-kind of faith allowed me to do this. We've practiced this as long as | can
remember. We preached faith before it became fashionable. We prayed for the
sick before it became popular, and God has always honored His Word. He's
never changed a thing.

When | first went into the Philippines and left Manila, | left the group of men |
was with. One offered me a bottle of vitamins, another offered me a bottle of pills
to put in the water, and several other varieties of things. | would have had a
small bag full of bottles of things to take. | said to them, "Brethren, you're going
into areas that you might need them. You keep them. | preach the Word of Faith.
| demonstrate the Word of Faith wherever | go. If | don't have faith to take a drink
of water when I'm thirsty, my gospel becomes incredible! Unless | can believe
God for a drink of water, | can't believe God for anything! | cannot attain the
credibility that | desire with the people”. Now I'm talking about the regular
drinking water that they drink. I'm not talking about going and drinking out of a
frog pond or a cow track or something like that. Don't misunderstand me. If the
natives don't drink it, don't you drink it. Don't you go playing some crazy idea that
you have faith for something. | admit - | haven't got faith for mosquitoes. I've got
faith to raise the dead, I've got faith to pray for the blind and see them healed,
I've got faith to pray for anything else and see them get well. But I'll tell you |
don't have faith to keep those savage mosquitoes off of me! There's a little bug in
the Philippines, and they're in all of Africa and Australia. | call them a "flying
denture”. They're just teeth and wings, and they just gnaw you something
savage. But | don't have faith to keep them off of me, so | use repellant. | had a
couple of guys go with me and they took the scripture in the ninety-first Psalm
that "He'll keep you from the terror that flies by night.” | said, "Praise the Lord,
brother, according to your faith let it be unto you." Inside of twenty four hours,
after having been bitten on every exposed piece of skin, they're bumming me for
my spray. Their faith wasn't what they thought it was, you see. One thing a man
must know. When you're walking with God in strange areas, your faith must be
something that is born by God from within, and not out of someone’s book on
faith. You must realize that you are in Christ and you are on God's business.
Therefore, you are protected with every protection that He can offer you. But,
you must also realize that the devil's out there to find any area that you're weak in
the faith. If you exercise faith where you don't have any, you're going to weaken
that area where you should have some! Now that's just a little thing to keep in
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mind. If the devil can get you to fail in an area that you presumptuously decided,
"I'm going to put my faith to work on this", and you fail, and then you do it again in
another area, you're going to build a small, tiny seed of "failure syndrome" in you.
Don't do that. Don't ever do that! Recognize your own weaknesses. A good
general knows his weaknesses as well as his strengths. He must understand his
weaknesses as well as his strengths. | know my weaknesses, and | take steps to
avoid those areas. Those areas wherein Satan might attack me, | take steps to
avoid them. There are areas where I'm strong as a concrete pillar. Inthose
areas, | don't even concern myself with anything, | just go and | don't worry about
it.

When the apostle is in an area to establish a new work, if he's going to
succeed, he must be able to function in the other ministries. You must be able to
teach the Word. You must be able to have the compassion and love that are two
of the main attributes of the pastor. And you must teach as wisely as a pastor
with the thought in mind of what's going to happen in the future, as a result of
what you teach. Keep that in mind. Always remember that what you teach you
must be able to face tomorrow. So you must keep itin the realm of scripture.

You must not get out on wild tangents. You must have an easily provable
doctrine. | always say that any doctrine that you cannot easily establish from
scripture, don't put it into your teaching curriculum. Leave it alone until you can
easily establish it. And then it's easy for everyone else to establish what you
have said. Don't teach things that people have trouble with after you've gone.
Don't leave them hanging. The word for that is responsibility for the message! Of
all things, the apostolic ministry must be responsible for what you have said. You
must take the responsibility for those words that have come out of your mouth
that others have put their trust in. Therefore we are careful to stay within the
realm of scripture, easily proven areas of scripture.

You're also there to do the work of the evangelist. After all, how do you start a
church if you don't go out and evangelize the neighborhood? You must somehow
get together a meeting, even if it's only three or four.

I've preached, sometimes, to just a few. In 1956, | was pioneering a church. At
that time, | didn't even know anything about the apostle's ministry, | thought
apostles were just Paul and those other fellows that were with Jesus. The first
week | had my mother-in-law and myself. Then the congregation tripled. My wife
and our four children came! | now had a bigger congregation. And from that we
began to build. One must not lose heart because he does not have a large
crowd. In fact, one other mark of the apostolic ministry is that you'll preach it the
same way even if you're there with only one person to hear you as you would if
there were ten thousand. Why? The preaching comes from the Holy Spirit that is
within you and one truth we must always recognize - the Holy Spirit is the
executor of the will of God in the earth. Get that one! He is the executor.
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Therefore, being resident within me, He is there and He will respond to every
need of every human being that | come in contact with. The Holy Spirit will try to
love that person, with God's love, through me. Now it is up to me whether |
submit my will to the will of God in every one of those cases. Therefore, the
apostle must become submissive to the will of God. Absolutely submissive to
where he hears every cry of every man's heart. Praise the Lord! Because he is
what? He is there to establish a brand new work for God. If we fail to recognize
our responsibility to complete what God has given us to do, we fail in the ministry
in this.

When we establish a new pastor in that work, we must not leave him with a set
of problems. But if we fail to accept the responsibility for what we've done, we
can easily dump the problems on him and run down the road and we are gone
and he, inside of two or three weeks or two or three months, is totally
shipwrecked and the work is back at the point of beginning and worse. Now the
area is burned over.

That has happened in many areas of the world, including the United States.
There are many towns that have been burned over by the gospel. The very thing
that God created for our good we have used to destroy God's people. That's
tragic. The word is responsibility for the ministry and for every word you teach.
We must reap a harvest, not just burn the field and move on, leaving barrenness
and disillusionment behind us. We only bring reproach
upon the Gospel and upon the Name of Jesus Christ our Lord. God gave the
ministry to the church, but He also gave the church to the world to reveal His
plan for salvation and reveal His wisdom. The church's responsibility is to
spread the amnesty offer to the world. Amen!
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MINISTRY OF THE APOSTLE
The Apostle must be versatile

The apostle and the evangelist both deal more with the world and the
church than any other ministries in the five-fold ministry gifts. We're dealing with
the subject of going into strange areas, new areas, and establishing new works.
We have stated that it is necessary for the apostle to be able to teach, to be able
to function as a pastor temporarily, to be able to evangelize, and even act in the
ministry of the prophet. For this reason; those gifts, those manifestations of the
Holy Spirit that are evident in the prophetic ministry are often evident, they are
very valuable at least, in the apostolic ministry; such as the word of knowledge
and the word of wisdom and the discerning of spirits. Those particular areas or
manifestations of the Holy Spirit are of extreme value in the apostle's ministry.
Often, when you're dealing with strange cultures, strange people, in today's
economy, many people see the American as a wealthy individual and they seek
to find ways to take advantage of them. This is true of several areas of the world
and it's just a normal situation where people are poverty stricken, and | mean
totally poverty stricken. They see someone come who seems to have a great
degree of affluence. They want to benefit from that, often not to do you any
harm, but to deceive you that they might profit by it. One needs to be aware of
things like that and avoid situations wherein you can get fleeced. God does
expect us to be good stewards of His money and of His time and of the effort that
we ourselves expend. We must realize that every effort that we expend is
chargeable to our account in the overall economy of God! Our time belongs to
God. Our talent belongs to God. Let's not waste it. Every day the person in the
apostle ministry must continually remain in close contact with God so that he
might know the mind of God so that he might function in a manner that will not
waste talent or money or time, nor be deceived in any manner that will hurt the
ministry, or the reputation of Jesus.

There are several things I'd like to emphasize, in the ministry of the apostle,
among the world. Now we're referring to the area of a new work. He must
always exercise true authority by becoming a servant to all. Now that sounds a
little strange. Most of our concept of authority is one who stands up and
commands. Let me assure you that if you are the commanding type, you will fall
on your nose inevitably. | was in positions of supervision and management with
several large construction firms, and | found in foreign countries where every-
body seemed to be having trouble with the native help, | got as much work done
as | did in America. With unskilled people, even. It was amazing what we would
accomplish. People would ask the formula. | said, "There's only one. The Bible
says, 'Do unto others as you would have them do unto you™. | say to you that if
you want to function effectively in the ministry of the apostle in a foreign country,
always consider how you would feel if your positions were reversed. Put yourself
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in the other person's place and consider how you would feel and how these
things would act upon you if your position were his and his were yours. It will
sober you and it will make you realize that every word you speak can cut or it can
soothe. Itcan hurtoritcan heal.

Therefore, we must be very careful about how we talk and how we minister to
people. What is the word? The word is love! Not the type of love commonly
taught by people who have never sought God for a real baptism in His love so
that they are able to love everyone as God loves them, committed to them and
putting other’s welfare ahead of our own. ltis the love law. Christin you will
allow you to operate in love. | cannot tell you of the churches | have visited that
are nearly devoid of real love. The people are aloof, often not even looking at a
visitor as they pass in the aisles, yet the preacher often preaches, at some
length, on loving everybody. Itis usually very evident that his message is just so
many words with nothing akin to his message alive in his heart or life.

God is love and | say categorically that in this last great move of God, men will
not be so outstanding for their great faith as they will be for their great love.
They will manifest the character and nature of God the Father. When we're truly
in Christ, we will be as Hebrews spoke of Jesus being the "express image of
God". That's what the world needs to see! Grasp that if you can. Meditate on
that one and allow your consciousness to develop that. The world needs to see
Christ, and when they see Christ, they will see the Father. That's just exactly it.
Above all, the apostle must be an example of God’s great love, a pastor who does
not evidence God’s love to all the people is not worthy of his office. The badge of
God’s love must be evident in the life of all ministries, for the only way people can
see God'’s love is through you! If you present a bad image, then their image of
God is distorted and it is very hard to win them to Jesus Christ.
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THE APOSTLE IS KIND AND CONSIDERATE OF ALL

We must be very careful. Believe this one thing: the apostle must be wise,
therefore, in what he does and says. He must exercise worldly wisdom. Godly
wisdom and worldly wisdom. He must get along with people very well - both
saved and unsaved. He must not make an unsaved person feel unworthy. He
must not treat the unsaved as though they were dirty, as though they were
unclean. He must see the unsaved as God sees them - a person who has yet one
failing, only one. They have not come into relationship with God through Jesus
Christ. That's the failing in the sinner that we must recognize.

The only crime that we can address ourselves to is that point wherein they
have failed in grasping the amnesty offer that God has presented. It gets right
down to where it's very simple. We must love people alike - saved and unsaved.
The Bible says that we must love the brethren, but it also says we must "love our
neighbor as ourselves" —we must esteem others as equal to or better than
ourselves — we must never be self-serving. You see Jesus spoke a great deal
about love. He said that because we love our neighbor as ourselves, men will
know that we're His disciples. If we love the brethren and we are one with the
brethren, then the world can truthfully say that Jesus came out from the Father.
Therefore, we are demonstrating the life of Christ. Therefore, we are proving He
is risen. Therefore, there is every reason to believe that what He has said is true
and will work in my life as it will in the man that's presenting it. Thatis a good
argument, and it will work for anyone.

The apostle, as with all ministries, must have strong character. He must have
strength of character. We know that God sets out in the individual, just as any
wise parent, to build character in their children. God will build your character if
you are weak in certain areas. Be sure that you take along somebody who will
bolster your weak areas, and keep you from indulging in any weaknesses of
character that you might be involved in if you were alone. That's just insurance!
That's why two are better than one, always. Sometimes you may be called upon
to minister alone, and so we must always realize that God wants us to have total
good character — He wants to trust us with His reputation.

An apostle, to function properly, must be decisive in matters of choosing
people. He must be a bit intuitive, if you will use that word. He must see the
value of people, see the potential of people, and recognize who God is working
through in the congregation even though they are newly-born babes. Often we
have to take people who have no prior teaching and establish them as temporary
pastors. Now that's a crazy situation, so you must have a person who has favor
with God and man.
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Now that's a tricky area and it's to be avoided, if possible; but, when
necessary, be careful that you have the mind of God as to the person. Then be
careful to instruct them not to try to be the big leader. You must pick a person
who is meek and lowly of heart. God can use that kind of a person in total
ignorance better than He can use a well-educated person who is self-important.
The apostle must make decisions and then stand by the decision. | say that the
best way to do it is to get all the counsel that is available, take it to God, and then
make the decision between you and God. Make the decision alone. God has
given you the authority, not a body, not a group of people. God has given you the
responsibility; therefore, the authority rests with you and you must make the
decision. If you have to temporarily put a person in who is very young and
inexperienced, it is necessary to make them understand that they are temporary
and they will be assistant to the new person that you bring in who will continue
the work or carry on as pastor.

We did that in an area in northern Luzon in a town called Bobon, Burgos. We
were in an area where we had a crusade, that generated 600 new converts, and
we had a young man with us who was very inexperienced. We didn't realize what
reception we would get. We only expected a crowd of about a hundred, and felt
that this young man could take care of that. But we had six hundred people, and
five-hundred and fifty of them gave their hearts to the Lord!

Well, that poses a real quick problem! If you mishandle the situation, You'll
have a full blown disaster is what you've got. Yet, you’ll also get a tremendous
outpouring of God, too! God knows what's going on. Now that's the thing we
need to recognize. Never panic. Realize, "Father, you know what has happened
here. This is your situation. These are your people. | am your servant.
Therefore, | find in the Word that 'if any man lacks wisdom, let him ask of God
who giveth liberally and upbraideth not™. What does the apostle do? He realizes
he has only one source - that is God! Nobody else is his source. God is his lone
source. That's good for all Christians to know, but especially when you're
operating in that type of ministry. Well, here we are - we needed a building! This
is atown where there are buildings. Now we need a building. | asked some of
the young men if they knew of any building anywhere. Well there was one
building - it was a stone structure, but the roof was caved in. Being in the
building business for many years, | know what costs are. | always take the time to
find out the costs of cement blocks, dimension lumber, sheet metal, corrugated
iron for roofing, and different materials that | know would be used in buildings. |
go somewhere and find out what they cost, whether or not | ever intend to use
that information. | always write it down and then | have it. It's just something |
learned a long time ago, and it works well. In this case, it worked extremely well!
Everybody was kind of panicky in our party about what we were going to do. |
said, "I'll tell you what we're going to do. | want you all to just get down and get
hold of God. I'm going to go sit on that rock over there for a few minutes, and I'm
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going to seek the Lord. I'm going to find out what God wants me to do. He'll tell
us if we'll be patient because this is His business".

Now, what are we doing? We're throwing our entire case on God, we're
demonstrating the providence of God to the less experienced ministers. That's
one thing that God expects of us - to be a solid rock that men can rally around,
take confidence in, so that they can believe the gospel works in him, why can't it
work in me? | always preach that anything God ever did for me or through me or
in me, He will do for you, the same way if you will trust Him for it! That is a must.
People must come to that realization. It's the apostle's job to convince them of
that so that they can stand after you're gone.

Well, | sat there a moment, quiet before the lord, and suddenly | saw the
building with the roof fallen in. It was about 125 yards away standing alone. |
realized that all it needed was a roof. | then asked if anybody knew who owned
the building. Some of the people knew, and told me that the man who owned it
had been in the meeting the night before. He was a Seventh Day Adventist.
Somehow, | don't know how, he'd gone somewhere and he'd got to be an
Adventist. There weren't any around there, but he was. He'd gone to Manila
somewhere and gone to a church. He was just a man who loved God. That was
the first contact with God that he'd ever had! Well, | said, "Let's go see him, and
we'll do this — you will offer him this. We'll put the roof on the building if he'll give
us a year's rent free". The roof of the building was about $300. That's pretty
cheap to rent a building all year! There was also a living place there for the
young pastor. We went in and saw the man and just presented our case. You
know, God gave us favor. He not only gave us the building at the figure | had
suggested, but he said that he would provide the wood and all we had to do was
buy the roofing metal. He already had the lumber, and would give it to us. Then
he gave us two young men to help us. Instead of one year, he gave it to us for
two years! Now, God will give us abundantly over that which we ask or think.
Amen! If we put our entire trust in God, the providence of God is absolutely
beyond our comprehension. But we must put our trust in God, amen?

Another thing we must have if we're going to function in the office of the
apostle is extreme confidence in the Holy Ghost, to handle and preserve wholly
what we commit to Him. | left that young man there as pastor. | could have
worried myself sick and constantly been fretting about how he would function. |
had to realize again this is God's business. This is not Cliff Rice's business. This
is not anybody's business but God's. Therefore, since it is God's people we're
dealing with here and God has sent me as a gift to the church and to the world
and sent me into that group and we have given them a pastor even though
somewhat inexperienced; nevertheless, since we are operating in God's order, it
is God's responsibility to make it function.
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All that is, is methodically coming to a conclusion: let God be God! Trust what He
says. Depend upon Him! Be sensitive to the Holy Spirit! Then, put your
confidence in the working of the Holy Ghost and He will never fail you! He will
never let you down! He will perform. He will bring to pass those things which
God had in mind. And that young man stayed in that church for about six months.
We got another pastor, an experienced pastor, and the work is going, going well.
| passed there several times to encourage the pastor and the church. After 15
years they were able to build a church building. Itis the nicest building for 75
miles in any direction. They have several satellite churches.

It is hard for some men to keep their influence at a low key. That's a bit of a
contradiction because your influence is extremely strong; but the sense of in-
fluence that people feel and thus depend upon - let's keep the influence strong,
but the degree of dependency very, very low. I've always made it a practice to
put a person in a position of responsibility, give him the authority to function and
then demand that he use his talents, not mine. Don't depend on me. You use
your imagination, your own mind. I'll tell you what we need to do, you develop the
methods. | want to review them with you, but that's it.
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ESTABLISH THE CHURCH - ESTABLISH YOUR PEOPLE

Now you've established this church, or even before it is established, make
your influence strong; but never let people depend on you. You must realize - you
will not be there very long. Even a wise pastor does not make his people totally
dependent on him. What does he do? He turns them to Jesus Christ. He makes
them dependent on the Holy Spirit. He builds their relationship with Father God.
Therefore, they are able to function with or without him. And as time goes on and
they progress, they soon find that they often wonder where the leader is. They're
able to go out and do things that amaze them because they've learned to depend
on the one reliable source. That does not negate the role of any of the ministries.
They're still functional; but instead of having a church full of babies that can't do
anything without the pastor telling them or without the apostle or without the
prophet or the evangelist or the teacher telling them, they are people who are
gaining maturity in Christ and they realize that it is in Christ they stand, they walk,
they live, they move, they have their being. They realize that their source is
Father God! The leaders have been perfected, the saints have been edified, and
the work of the ministry is being conducted properly. The Holy Spirit is the
enabler within them to do the work of the ministry. That's the thing we need to
build from early on.

| once had a group of young ministers. | got sixteen drug addicts off the street
in one bunch. They all received the Lord, and within a day or two they had the
Holy Spirit. They all had big, wild haircuts. Some of the young men and women
were living together without marriage. One of the young ladies was about to
have a child out of wedlock. They nearly all used drugs and some were pushers,
and one was indicted as accessory to murder. Now there's not much going in
that situation to recommend them for future ministry, is there? In the world's
eyes, you should be well-born, well-trained, never sin, perfect from your
childhood, and all of those things. I'd say that's a good thing if you can be; but
let's face it folks, a lot 